
Hey Folks! 

I thought you guys might be interested to see how an erotica book cover gets made.  

Here’s how we put together the new cover for Jocks for Sale. I used a Ukrainian company called 
Miblart. Their artists take pre-existing images, arrange a composition, and then shade and 
manipulate them.  

For Jocks for Sale, I told them that I wanted two college athletes in shoulder pads looking 
surprised. A barred window behind them. A hand with money. And a hand holding a stun gun. 

Here’s the first draft that the artist came up with . . . 



Overall, I was pretty happy with this. The composition is compelling, and the individual 
elements are setting up an interesting situation. It makes me want to know more about these 
characters and what’s happening to them. 

But there are a few details that can be improved. 

The guy on the left looks scared. But the guy on the right just looks bored. So I asked the artist to 
give him a more alarmed expression. 



The taser in the lower left isn’t very threatening. It’s small, and the hand is holding it in a very 
neutral way, like an electric razor. 

And finally, the barred window isn’t reading very clearly. Because it’s directly facing the viewer, 
there’s no third dimension to it. So some viewers don’t realize what it is at first glance. 

Here’s what the artist came up with next . . . 



Now that the window is at an angle, it’s reading more clearly. I get that these guys are being held 
prisoner. 

The guy on the right now looks surprised. His expression is close to what I want, but I’m worried 
that it’s too comic. 

And then there’s the taser. It’s bigger now, but it’s also less identifiable. It looks like it might be a 
flashlight. So that’s not gonna work.  

I give the artist a few more reference images for the taser, and ask them to change the face again. 



Ouch. That face on the boy on the right is not working. He looks nauseated rather than scared. 
Which makes me want to turn away from the book, rather than diving into it. So I ask the artist if 
they can send me a few different expressions to choose from. 

On the other hand, I’m liking this version of the taser. It’s big, and it’s scary.  

But there’s something that’s bugging me about the two hands now. The taser is being held in a 
left hand and the money in a right hand. Which would only make sense if both objects are being 
held by one person who’s standing about where the viewer is.  



It’s a fine point, but I’m thinking that it will make more sense if the taser is in a right hand. That 
way, it will look like someone is standing just to the left of the image and threatening to use it on 
the boys. 

I also finally noticed that the boys are wearing jeans. Since they have on shoulder pads, it would 
make more sense for them to be wearing athletic shorts, like they just stepped off the field.  

The artist and I exchange a few more emails. And they come up with this . . . 



Now we’re getting close. 

The hand with the taser is working for me now. The taser looks threatening, and the hand looks 
like it’s ready to use it. 

Both boys’ faces now look scared and surprised. I want to know what’s going to happen to them. 

At this point, it’s just a matter of polish. 



I ask the artist to lighten the eyebrows of the boy on the right so that they match his hair color. 
And I also ask them to take some of the orange out of the character’s face so that it will match 
the skin tone of the rest of his body. 

I also ask the artist to go back to the version of the money that they had in the previous draft. I 
thought that putting the cash in a left hand would make more sense. But it wound up weakening 
the composition. So the artist gets an “I told you so” on that one. 

Which brings us to the final image . . . 



It took a while to get here, but it was worth the wait. We’ve got two sexy boys who are in a lot of 
trouble, and I want to know what’s going to happen to them. 

Hopefully, a bunch of readers will want to find out, too! 

Josh 

P.S. If you haven’t signed up for my newsletter yet, you can do it at www.JoshHunterXXX.com

http://www.JoshHunterXXX.com

